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The war work of the ruling family of Mecca is now completed.
We can hardly question the courage of King Hussein, who joined
us, against Feisal's advice, soon after the fall of Kut, with the
example of our other small friends before his eyes. It is also easy
to see the moral ordeal it has been for the oldest, most holy, and
most powerful family of the Arabs (a people who lay more stress
on faith and pedigree than others), to cast off the friends and
allegiance of a lifetime and to incur, on behalf of their national
freedom, the unmeasured abuse of India, Turkey, Afghanistan
and Egypt. The physical dangers and sufferings of the four
princes in the very difficult campaigns of 1916, 1917, and 1918
must be reckoned to their credit. The loyalty to their word and
allies of the old King and his sons, who have refused from the
Turks successive offers of autonomy in Arabia, independence in
Arabia with autonomy in Syria, and of the Khalifate, with
independence in Arabia and autonomy in all the Arabic provinces,
may be recommended as an example to the Power which per-
suaded him to revolt, but which was ready, without his knowledge,
to hand him over, with the people for whom he stood guardian,
to the Turks on much worse terms.1
THE PRESENT INTENTION OF THE ARAB GOVERNMENTS
(a) In Arabia, meaning the peninsula proper, the old man of
Mecca intends to be the unquestioned head. If he has patience,
he will become so by slow processes of time and pilgrimage.
As, however, he is foolish, it would be well if one of his sons
joined him soon at Mecca. In Yemen the Sherif has no concrete
aims. Ibn Rashid and Kuweit are already in touch with him. In
Nejd, the situation created by the indirect conflict of India and
Egypt over Ibn Saud and the Idrisi presents no real difficulties.
Both men are fortunately heretics in Islam, not much better than
the Agha Khan in orthodox opinion. Idrisi tried to graft elements
of African fetishism on the abstract creeds of Arabia, and is
failing. His disappearance is only a question of years.8 Ibn Saud
is now striving to limit the puritan revival becoming too strong
for him. If he is carried away by it, and attacks the Holy Places,
1 The reference is to secret British negotiations with Talaat. See letter No. 397, to
William Yale, and Yale's note.
2  See letters Nos. 82 and 94, p. 219.